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First things first: Prevalences among adults with hearing loss

Dammeyer, J., & Chapman, M. (2017). Prevalence and characteristics of self -reported physical and mental 
disorders among adults with hearing loss in Denmark: a national survey. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol,52, 
807–813
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Prevalences among adults with congenital deafblindness

Dammeyer, J. (2011). Mental and behavioural disorders among people with congenital deafblindness. Research 

in Developmental Disabilities, 32(2), 571-575. 
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Myth #1: The deaf and dumb

• Aristoteles: The deaf can’t think.

• The middle ages: Not able to hear the word of God. 

• American Annals of the Deaf and Dumb (until 1886)

• It started to change with the Enlightenment and the first school for the 
Deaf in Paris: Optimism and fascination.

• Dammeyer, J. (2014). Literacy Skills among Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students and Students with 
Cochlear Implants in Bilingual/Bicultural Education. Deaf Education International,16(2), 108-119.
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Oliver
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Links between sensory loss and autism spectrum disorder

• Next to intellectual impairment, autism spectrum disorder has also been 
associated with congenital hearing loss.

• Further, studies among children with vision loss has reported a high 
prevalence of symptoms of autism. 
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However, comparing with a relevant control groups, we do 
often not find any difference
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It is partly about validated assessment tools
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Assessment of dementia
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Assessment of depression

Hovaldt, H, Nielsen, T., & Dammeyer, J. (2018). Validity and reliability of the Major Depression Inventory for 

persons with dual sensory loss. Innovation in Aging. doi:10.1093/geroni/igy01
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Myth #2: It is all about communication
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The two routes to mental disorder

1) Sensory loss → stress, communication difficulties etc.  → mental disorder

2) Disease → sensory loss + mental disorder
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But then again, the quality of the communicative support 
matters
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Communication/instruction systems:

• Oral language (for example Dutch)

• Manual methods (sign systems supporting oral language)

• Total communication

• Sign language (for example Flemish Sign Language)

• For most approaches: linguistic ethnocentrism.

17-02-2024 16



An overview of deaf education history
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A closer look at the post World War Two history

• Human rights

• Deinstitutionalization and parent-child relationship

• Sing language research

• Total communication (child-centred approach)

• Critical disability theories

• Racial and minority rights movements
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Bi-lingual/bi-cultural education programs

• Full recognition of sign language and Deaf culture

• Complete sign language education programs

• However, 90% of deaf children have hearing parents
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Did the bi-lingual/bi-cultural programs work? Yes, it looks like, 
but still barriers in the hearing majority society:

Dammeyer, J., & Marschark, M. (2016). Level of educational attainment among deaf adults who attended 
bilingual/bicultural programs. Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 21(4), 394-402.
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• With a (minority) language follows:

Culture

Identity

Discrimination
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Identity and discrimination

Chapman, M., & Dammeyer, J. (2017). The significance of deaf identity for psychological well -being. Journal 
of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 22(2), 187-194.
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Cochlear implants

• Technological innovations is another significant factor in the history of 
deaf education and mental health.

• With the introduction of peadiatric cochlear implantation, the situation is 
fundamentally different for many children with congenital deafness.

• But issues with social cognition and identity seem not to have disappeared 
for all and the difficulties might be different including the different 
developmental trajectories and risk factors.
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Myth #4: A welfare state truly cares for people with sensory 
loss

• A monocultural universal welfare does not naturally support minority 
languages and cultures: But humans right, total communication, and sign 
language research have made a difference.

• Disability theories – and how majorities learn from minorities: Cultural-
historical activity theory of disability (Bøttcher & Dammeyer, 2015). Crip 
theory (Dahl & Dammeyer, 2023)

• A dialogue between Deaf Studies and Critical Disability Theory: Towards a 
positive understanding of disability.
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